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new post. Letters had been reaching him from
Mrs. Bowes in Berwick. She had clung to the
Protestant religion, but she found it hard to be
separated from the man on whom she depended
for guidance in religious perplexities.   Unless he
came to see her, she wrote, she would set out for
Geneva.   Knox enjoyed her company as much as
she enjoyed his, but it was impossible to permit
her to join him at Geneva unless she came as his
mother-in-law.     The   Bowes   family   had   ap-
parently come to the conclusion that it would be
best to let Knox marry Marjory Bowes, and he
was very willing, although he showed nothing of
a lover's ardour.   He departed from Geneva for
Berwick in August  1555,  and was married to
Marjory.   Mrs. Bowes could now accompany him
to Geneva without fear of scandal, since she was
his mother-in-law.   But Knox had another mis-
sion to perform before going back to Switzerland.
He had not set foot in his native land since that
day when, eight years before, he had been trans-
ported as a prisoner from St. Andrews.   He had,
however,  kept up  connection with his friends
among the Protestants, and they were anxious
that he should show himself among them.    He
had been a powerful preacher in St. Andrews,
but his reputation had only been locafl.   In Eng-
land he had won fame as a leader, and, during
his exile, he had built up a great reputation as
a disputant.   His fiery epistles5 sent from Dieppe,